Don’t be an Old Wineskin

Luke 12:33-34

33
Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.

34
For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

Luke 5:37-38

37
And no man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine will burst the bottles, and be spilled, and the bottles shall perish.

38
But new wine must be put into new bottles; and both are preserved.

· Fermenting wine expands and stretches it’s container.

· The new skin bottle would be elastic enough to stretch with the pressure of the fermenting wine, whereas an old stiff wine skin would burst.

· The Lord’s teaching here is that Christianity cannot be contained in Judaism, nor can grace be confined in the bonds of the law.

· This meaning of bottles is use figuratively by Elihu in Job 32:19 as indicating his feeling that he must relieve himself by speaking.

19
Behold, my belly is as wine which hath no vent; it is ready to burst like new bottles.

Ps 119:83

83
For I am become like a bottle in the smoke; yet do I not forget thy statutes.

This doesn’t refer as some people think to a Custom, but rather to careless housekeeping

In the smoke and heat of a kitchen without windows or chimney, a leather vessel which hung there would soon become brittle and dry.
· Some places in Africa, goat-skin bottles are still used. (Skins sewn together legs and all) see Pictorial Bible Dictionary.

· The body of Christ must now grow to maturity. The old wine-skins cannot possibly contain what God is preparing and doing.

· Old wine-skins were rejects for carrying water. (Watered down religions, lost holiness and power.) Plenty but no power Illustration.

· Used to dance in the spirit, speak in tongues, sing and pray in the spirit. Now just a formal quiet traditional denomination full of compromise.

Luke 5:39

39
No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new: for he saith, the old is better.

· God is doing something new. Let us never let go of the old landmarks, but let us sort out vain traditions of men. We’re so used to the old sometimes we don’t want to try something new. Get out of our ruts!

· While in East Germany (no English for one week) had a Bible and one English book. I read about Brother Starks Parakeet “Pretty Bird” wouldn’t leave it’s cage even if the door was left open.

Isa 42:9-16

9
Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I declare: before they spring forth I tell you of them.

10
Sing unto the LORD a new song and his praise from the end of the earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all that is therein; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof.

11
Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit: let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains.

12
Let them give glory unto the LORD, and declare his praise in the islands.

13
The LORD shall go forth as a mighty man, he shall stir up jealousy like a man of war: he shall cry, yea, roar; he shall prevail against his enemies.

14
I have long time holden my peace; I have been still, and refrained myself: now will I cry like a travailing woman; I will destroy and devour at once.

15
I will make waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their herbs; and I will make the rivers islands, and I will dry up the pools.

16
And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them.

Isa 43:16-19

16
Thus saith the LORD, which maketh a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters;

17
Which bringeth forth the chariot and horse, the army and the power; they shall lie down together, they shall not rise: they are extinct, they are quenched as tow.

18
Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old.

19
Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert.

· The past cannot compare to what God wants to do!

· Will we recognize it?

2 Cor 5:17

17
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

· Woman delivered of 22 yrs of bondage / Cigarettes her best friend.

Rev 21:5-7

5
And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.

6
And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.

7
He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.

· We want new clothes, types of food, cars, homes, friends etc.…

· Why don’t we want something new from God?

Lam 3:21-23

21
This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope.

22
It is of the LORD's mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not.

23
They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.

SEVEN LAST WORDS OF A CHURCH “We’ve never done it that way before.”
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